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OPA Daily Digest for 01/10/13
 
Congressional Inquiries:
 
Rep. Ann Wagner (Mo.) – 1/3/14.  Requests a West Lake Landfill update.  Due:  1/10/14.  Contact:  LaTonya Sanders, 7555 (closed)
 
State Government Inquiries:
 
None
 
Press Inquiries:
 
None
 
 
Environmental Stories:
 
St. Louis Public Radio - Missouri Attorney General Demands More Monitoring Of Smoldering Landfill In Bridgeton - 1/9/14 - Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster wants
more air monitoring at the Bridgeton Landfill, where an underground fire has been smoldering for more than three years. http://news.stlpublicradio.org/post/missouri-attorney-general-
demands-more-monitoring-smoldering-landfill-bridgeton
 
Chanute Tribune (Kan.) -  City water quality concerns raised on social media - 1/8/14 - Images posted on Facebook and Twitter showing particulate matter in Chanute city tap
water raised concerns from those who commented on the pictures earlier this week and prompted a city response. http://www.chanute.com/news/article_3f11de4a-78bf-11e3-a515-
001a4bcf6878.html
 
Muscatine Journal - Loan voices line up money for city project - 1/8/14 - The funding plans are in place for both phases of West Liberty's Water Treatment Plant Improvement
Project. http://muscatinejournal.com/news/local/government-and-politics/loan-voices-line-up-money-for-city-project/article_a74b982d-2fa1-597f-9dfb-c5dab9dd8ac6.html
 
WIBW Topeka - Clean-Up Efforts For Shunga Creek Diesel Spill Slowed By Cold - 1/8/14 - The clean-up process continues in the hazardous material spill near Shunga Creek
that happened on January 2. KDHE is saying that the diesel fuel spill does not threaten public safety. http://www.wibw.com/home/headlines/Clean-Up-Efforts-Continue-For-Shunga-
Creek-Diesel-Spill-239343441.html
 



Lincoln Journal Star (Neb.) - Irrigators dissatisfied with proposed groundwater rules for Dwight-Valparaiso-Brainard area - 1/9/14 - It took less than a hour for irrigators in
the Dwight-Valparaiso-Brainard area to voice their dissatisfaction with new groundwater rules and regulations proposed by the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District.
http://journalstar.com/news/local/irrigators-dissatisfied-with-proposed-groundwater-rules-for-dwight-valparaiso-brainard/article_18699e03-7e1d-5159-9efc-2865bb56e2a5.html
 
Associated Press - Corps: Missouri River will get more water in 2014 - 1/10/14 - Slightly more water than normal is expected to flow into the Missouri River this spring, but the
dams along it should have enough room. http://journalstar.com/news/state-and-regional/corps-missouri-river-will-get-more-water-in/article_d9c1e471-b391-5509-be0a-
0d9b3ffc196e.html
 
Des Moines Register - Keeping in Touch: Land, water need state's attention - 1/10/14 - I can relate a vast number of examples where the state is failing in assisting with the
protection of our natural resources. I can also guarantee you that if public policy continues to ignore this issue, the costs in the future will be insurmountable.
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20140110/ALTOONA01/301100007/Keeping-in-Touch-Land-water-need-state-s-attention
 
Clinton Herald (Iowa) - Report due on Friday from the ADM mercury spill - 1/9/14 - Over two months after more than a pound of toxic mercury spilled and seeped into an Archer
Daniels Midland well, a site assessment plant for recovering the remaining hazardous material will be submitted to the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.
http://www.clintonherald.com/local/x1022872969/Report-due-on-Friday-from-the-ADM-mercury-spill
 
Sioux City Journal (Iowa) - Harkin agrees lower fuel standard would hurt Iowa economy - 1/9/14 - Gov. Terry Branstad may have been “using a little hyperbole to make a
point” when he suggested lowering renewable fuel standards could lead to a return to the “bad old days” of the farm crisis, Sen. Tom Harkin suggested this morning.
http://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/harkin-agrees-lower-fuel-standard-would-hurt-iowa-economy/article_9f41e1aa-d2fc-5c04-a8cc-103a3a34262c.html
 
Lincoln Journal Star - Fort Calhoun Station offline again - 1/10/14 - After reaching full power two weeks ago, Fort Calhoun Station north of Omaha is temporarily offline due to
the severe cold and ice. http://journalstar.com/news/state-and-regional/nebraska/fort-calhoun-station-offline-again/article_dcb550ec-4e09-5240-ad2c-056d3d474d58.html
 
KRCG Ch. 9 Cedar Rapids - Lake Delhi Officials Predict Restoration Will Be Done This Year - 1/8/14 - Reconstruction of the washed-out Lake Delhi dam will likely be
completed this year, lake district officials said Wednesday. http://www.kcrg.com/home/top-9/Lake-Delhi-Officials-Predict-Restoration-Will-Be-Done-This-Year-239340471.html
 
Daily Caller - Republicans use unemployment extension bill to thwart EPA - 1/9/14 - Senate Republicans have introduced an amendment to prevent the Environmental
Protection Agency from finalizing any new regulations until it publicly reports the economic impacts of existing clean air regulations. http://dailycaller.com/2014/01/09/republicans-
use-unemployment-extension-bill-to-thwart-epa/
 
The Hill (blog) - House votes to ease EPA actions on states - 1/9/14 - The House passed legislation Thursday aimed at easing Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) rules and
requiring more cooperation between the EPA and states on environmental cleanup projects. http://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/votes/194999-house-votes-to-ease-epa-actions-on-
states
 
Heritage Foundation - EPA and the Corps Ignoring Sound Science on Critical Clean Water Act Regulations - 1/8/14 - The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the
Army Corps of Engineers have drafted regulations that would clarify what kinds of bodies of water are covered under the Clean Water Act.
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2014/01/critical-clean-water-act-regulations-epa-and-the-corps-ignoring-sound-science
 
MIT Technology Review - New Battery Material Could Help Wind and Solar Power Go Big - 1/8/14 - Harvard University researchers say they’ve developed a new type of
battery that could make it economical to store a couple of days of electricity from wind farms and other sources of power. http://www.technologyreview.com/news/523251/new-battery-
material-could-help-wind-and-solar-power-go-big/
 
Scientific American - Switch to Natural Gas Slashes Power Plant Pollution - 1/9/14 - As the U.S. pivots toward burning natural gas for producing electricity, the air is getting
cleaner. http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=switch-to-natural-gas-slashes-power-plant-pollution
 



Forbes - Coal's New Best Friends: An Environmentalist and Obama's EPA - 1/9/14 - Big coal’s newest best friends? A prominent environmentalist and the White House. That’s
not what you usually hear, but coal investors should listen and read the brand new federal rule on carbon capture and sequestration published by the Environmental Protection
Agency last Friday. http://www.forbes.com/sites/michaelkrancer/2014/01/09/coals-new-best-friends-an-environmentalist-and-obamas-epa/
 
Osage County Online (Lyndon, Kan.) - Facts for Living: It’s colorless, odorless, natural, but can be deadly - 1/9/14 - Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer among
nonsmokers. Nationally, it contributes to about 21,000 deaths per year from lung cancer. 010914-radon-graphicRadon is a radioactive gas produced from the decay of uranium found
in nearly all soils. http://www.osagecountyonline.com/archives/6969
 
NBC News - Power play: Utilities want solar users to pay up - 1/9/14 - With solar power use expanding in the U.S., utilities are pushing back at what they call unfair rate
advantages for solar users. http://www.nbcnews.com/business/power-play-utilities-want-solar-users-pay-2D11887782
 
Southeast Missourian (Cape Girardeau) - Perryville faces dilemma with aging sewer plant – 1/10/14 - In the midst of what Mayor Debbie Gahan calls "a regulatory vortex,"
the city could face expensive choices concerning its wastewater treatment system. http://www.semissourian.com/story/2039653.html
 
The Daily Climate - How Newsweek's 'global cooling' story got its legs - 1/10/14 - Temperatures have plunged to record lows on the East Coast, and once again Peter Gwynne
is being heralded as a journalist ahead of his time. Gwynne was the science editor of Newsweek 39 years ago when he pulled together some interviews from scientists and wrote a
nine-paragraph story about how the planet was getting cooler. http://wwwp.dailyclimate.org/tdc-newsroom/2014/01/newsweek-global-cooling-reporter
 
The Hill (blog) - President Obama orders sweeping energy review - 1/10/14 - President Obama on Thursday ordered a sweeping review of energy strategy that will involve
departments and agencies across the federal government. http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/e2-wire/194997-obama-formally-launches-quadrennial-energy-review
 
Inside Climate A Pop Quiz on EPA's Coal Plant Regulations - 1/10/14 - How many new coal-fired power plants will actually be built after the Obama administration's new rules
limiting carbon pollution are finalized? http://insideclimatenews.org/content/pop-quiz-epas-coal-plant-regulations
 
Wall Street Journal - The Future of Coal: Scrubbing Technology Revives Midwest Mines - 1/8/14 - The unexpected comeback story in the U.S. coal industry is the Illinois
Basin. As power plants installed scrubbers, coal companies reopened mines over the last decade. 
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702303332904579228161981168296
 
Politico - Keystone consultant lobbied for trade group linked to TransCanada - 1/10/14 - The contractor hired by the State Department to evaluate the environmental risks of
the Keystone XL project once held a lobbying contract from a trade group that included a subsidiary of the company seeking to build the Alberta-to-Texas pipeline.
http://www.politico.com/story/2014/01/keystone-consultant-lobbied-for-trade-group-linked-to-transcanada-101994.html
 
Midwest Energy News - Could rhubarb hold the key to low-cost energy storage? - 1/10/2014 - Harvard researchers have developed a battery based on an organic molecule
nearly identical to one found in rhubarb. http://www.midwestenergynews.com/2014/01/10/could-rhubarb-hold-the-key-to-low-cost-energy-storage/
 
Des Moines Register - Editorial: More attention needed for rail shipments of oil - 1/10/14 - While the Obama administration has dithered over whether to allow construction of a
pipeline to move crude oil across the Midwest, the numbers of railroad tank cars carrying oil have exploded, figuratively speaking. Some of them have literally exploded.
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20140109/OPINION03/301090038/1035/
 
Kansas City Star - Editorial: Wind energy and efficiency finally get top billing at KCP&L - 1/8/14 - Last August, officials with the Sierra Club were steamed at Kansas City
Power & Light, claiming it wasn’t keeping all of its promises to conserve energy and use more renewable power. the utility proposes to increase its use of clean wind energy and to
help consumers reduce their use of electricity. http://www.kansascity.com/2014/01/08/4737611/editorial-wind-energy-efficiency.html
 
Des Moines Register - Branstad: I'll fight for ethanol - 1/8/14 - Gov. Terry Branstad on Wednesday promised a spirited fight to preserve the federal renewable fuel standard, the
mandate for the inclusion of corn-based ethanol in gasoline that has driven a decade-long boom in the state’s agriculture industry.



http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20140109/BUSINESS/301090025/1029/
 
Brownfield Ag News - Big hog manure to biogas project in Missouri - 1/10/14 - Bill Homann of Murphy-Brown Farms at the Brownfield StudiosA $100 million renewable biogas
project is underway in north Missouri. http://brownfieldagnews.com/2014/01/10/big-hog-manure-biogas-project-missouri/
 
Huffington Post - Coalition Calls On Obama To Speed Up Regulation Review  - 1/8/14 -  A coalition representing environmental groups, consumer advocates and unions is
calling on the White House to reform the process for reviewing new regulations, a process that has reportedly been gummed up for years.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/01/08/obama-regulation-review_n_4561445.html
 
Huffington Post - White House: It May Be Cold, But Climate Change Is Real – 1/8/14 - The Obama administration responded Wednesday to conservatives who say the historic
cold snap affecting the United States proves that climate change is not real. 1/8/14 - The Obama administration responded Wednesday to conservatives who say the historic cold
snap affecting the United States proves that climate change is not real. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/01/08/white-house-climate-change_n_4564280.html
 
ClimateWire - Natural gas plants emit 56% less CO2 than coal plants -- study - 1/10/14 - Combined-cycle natural gas plants produce less than half the emissions of coal plants,
says a new study. http://www.eenews.net/climatewire/stories/1059992706/feed
 
Environmental Leader - Technique May Lower Biofuel Production Cost - 1/9/14 - North Carolina State University researchers have developed a relatively inexpensive technique
for removing lignin from the plant material used to make biofuels, which they say may drive down the cost of biofuel production.
http://www.environmentalleader.com/2014/01/09/technique-may-lower-biofuel-production-cost/
 
Grist - White House smacks down climate deniers in new video - 1/9/14 - If you pay just a little attention to what scientists say, it shouldn’t be too hard to understand how
freezing conditions across North America can be linked to climate change. http://grist.org/news/white-house-smacks-down-climate-deniers-in-new-video/
 
EcoWatch - 300+ Groups Urge Climate Scientist Dr. Hansen to Rethink Support of Nuclear Power - 1/9/14 - A total of 311 U.S. and international environmental and clean
energy groups said yesterday that, while they respect the climate change work of Dr. James Hansen and three of his academic colleagues, they take strong exception to the notion
that nuclear power is the solution to global warming. http://ecowatch.com/2014/01/09/urge-hansen-rethink-support-nuclear-power/
 
E&E Daily - Inhofe, Blunt move to require new EPA accounting with amendment to unemployment bill - 1/9/14 - Senate Republicans introduced an amendment yesterday
that would block U.S. EPA from taking any new regulatory action until it completes and publicizes an accounting of the negative effects of current Clean Air Act rules.
http://www.eenews.net/eedaily/stories/1059992603/
 
BNA - Plant Emissions Could Be Cut 74 Percent by 2025 Smokestacks - 1/9/14 - The Environmental Protection Agency's efforts to limit carbon dioxide releases from existing
U.S. power plants could reduce the sector's emissions by 31 percent from today's levels by 2020 and 74 percent below by 2025 if the agency is bold.
http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=39746212&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0e4y6d5p9&split=0
 
BNA - EPA, Interior Appropriations Bill Expected To Be Released by Jan. 10, Calvert Says - 1/9/14 - House and Senate appropriators “are pretty much done” writing an
appropriations bill that would fund the Environmental Protection Agency and the Interior Department for fiscal 2014, Rep. Ken Calvert (R-Calif.) told reporters Jan. 8.
http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=39746195&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0e4y2k5b9&split=0
 
BNA - White House Adviser Takes on Skeptics, Says Rising Temperatures Make Cold Spells Likely - 1/9/14 - The top White House science adviser posted a video Jan. 8
pushing back against climate science skeptics who argue that this week's cold spell proves that global warming is a hoax. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?
fedfid=39746199&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0e4y2m6z4&split=0
 
BNA - Enforcement Cuts, Lack of Detail on Climate Lead Concerns About EPA Strategic Plan - 1/9/14 - Reductions in enforcement resources and a lack of detail on
greenhouse gas regulations are among the concerns groups raised in comments on the Environmental Protection Agency's draft strategic plan for fiscal years 2014-2018.



http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=39746184&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0e4y1y3g4&split=0
 
BNA - Group Gives Mississippi River Basin Initiative High Marks for Targeting Nutrient Runoff - 1/9/14 - An assessment of the Agriculture Department's initiative to improve
water quality in the Mississippi River Basin received high marks for targeting funds at projects designed to restore erodible farmlands where nutrient runoff levels are high but low
marks for cost effectiveness in terms of yielding environmental benefits. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?
fedfid=39746198&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0e4y2m3z4&split=0
 
BNA - Whitfield Introduces Bill to Limit EPA Regulation of Power Plant Emissions - 1/9/14 - Rep. Ed Whitfield (R-Ky.) Jan. 9 introduced legislation that would limit the
Environmental Protection Agency's ability to regulate greenhouse gas emissions from new and existing power plants. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?
fedfid=39768689&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0e4y8n3d9&split=0
 
Inside EPA - EPA Air Transport Policy Faces Uncertainty Regardless Of CSAPR Ruling - 1/10/14 - EPA's long-term air transport policy faces significant uncertainty regardless
of whether the Supreme Court later this year upholds or reverses an appellate ruling that scrapped the agency's flagship Cross-State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) emissions trading
program. http://insideepa.com/Inside-EPA/Inside-EPA-01/10/2014/epa-air-transport-policy-faces-uncertainty-regardless-of-csapr-ruling/menu-id-67.html
 
Inside EPA - EPA Urged To Fix Inconsistencies Integrating Major Goals In Strategic Plan - 1/9/14 - States, EPA science and policy advisors and others are faulting the
agency's draft fiscal year 2014-2018 strategic plan for failing to adequately integrate its major policy goals such as sustainability and climate adaptation into specific program targets.
http://insideepa.com/201401092457649/EPA-Daily-News/Daily-News/epa-urged-to-fix-inconsistencies-integrating-major-goals-in-strategic-plan/menu-id-95.html
 
Inside EPA - Industry Eyes Ways To Overcome EPA, FERC Regulatory Hurdles For CHP - 1/9/14 - Industry officials are looking for options to overcome what they say are EPA
and Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) barriers to promoting greater use of combined heat and power (CHP) for the electric grid.
http://cleanenergyreport.com/201401092457645/Clean-Energy-Report-Daily-News/News/industry-eyes-ways-to-overcome-epa-ferc-regulatory-hurdles-for-chp/menu-id-202.html
 
Press Releases:
Link to all R7 press releases: http://go.usa.gov/Qx5
 
None
 
Fact Sheets:
Link to all R7 fact sheets: http://www.epa.gov/region7/factsheets
 
None
 
Upcoming Administrator/RA Events:
* New additions noted with an asterisk
 
*1/13/14 – Radio Interview with KXFN 1340 Radio, Regional Office, Chris Whitley, 7394
 
1/15/14 - 2013 CFC Awards Breakfast, Kansas City, Mo., Julia Cacho, 7071
 
1/17/14 - Meeting with U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, Col. Sexton, Kansas City, Mo, Ron Hammerschmidt, 7566
 
1/16/14 – COOP Drill, Regional Office, Chris Taylor, 7736
 



1/16/13 – Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Training Event, Kansas City, Kan., Greg Davis
 
1/17/14 – Meet and greet with new HUD Regional Director, Jennifer Tidwell, Regional Office, Kerry Herndon, 7286
 
2/5/13 – Regional Tribal Operations Committee, Lenexa, Kan., Wolfgang Brandner, 7381
 
2/11/13 – Agribusiness Showcase Conference, Des Moines, Kris Lancaster, 7557
 
*2/12/13 – Iowa Legislation Availability Session, Des Moines. Sarah Hatch, 7199
 
2/20/13 – Air & Waste Management Association Mid-West Chapter Annual Conference, Overland Park, Kan., Becky Weber, 7487
 
DRA:
 
1/16/14 – COOP Drill, Kansas City, Mo., Chris Taylor, 7736
 
1/17/14 – Meet and greet with new HUD Regional Director, Jennifer Tidwell, Regional Office, Kerry Herndon, 7286
 
2/5/13 – Regional Tribal Operations Committee, Lenexa, Kan., Wolfgang Brandner, 7381
 
RA/Immediate Office

None

Other Events

AWMD

None

CNSL

None
 
ECO/EJ

None

ENSV

None

PLMG
 
*1/15/14 – Federal Executive Board HR Committee Meeting, Kansas City, Mo. Contact: Tina Palmerin, 7572.



RA/OPA

1/16/14 – Chicago Heights community advisory group meeting, St. Louis, Mo. Contact: Belinda Young, 7463, Mary Peterson, 7882, Chris Whitley, 7394

SUPR

*1/13 - 4/14 - Light & Power Former Manufactured Gas Plant Site oversight, Norfolk, Neb. Contact:  Owens Hull, 7226.
 
WWPD
 
1/16/14 – Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule Presentation, Columbia area contractors, Columbia, Mo. Contact: Tom Brick, 7913
 
1/17/14 – Technical assistance to Missouri Department of Natural Resources on water program databases, Jefferson City, Mo.  Contacts: Michael Boeglin, 7252, Neil Gilbert, 7985. 
 
1/21-24/14 – Groundwater Protection Council Training Conference, New Orleans, La.  Contact: David Garrett, 7159
 
 
 
Hattie L. Thomas
Acting Director
Office of Public Affairs
EPA Region 7
11201 Renner Boulevard
Lenexa, KS  66219
Ph:  913-551-7762, Fax:  913-551-7066
 
 
 

 
 


